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� ave you ever purchased something that comes with instructions in how 
to put it together? If you are like me, you push them off to the side without 
even looking at them and just go for it, just throwing it together without 
consulting the manual. 
 
God also gives us a manual, THE BIBLE, one that is so much more 
important than the manual that comes with some item we have purchased. 
It’s a manual we can’t push aside. Its’ the manual, or guidebook, for life! In 
fact, everything you need to know about God and how to live life to its 
fullest is found in its pages. Surveys show that over 90% of people in the 
United States own Bibles, it is the biggest selling book of all time, but 
surveys also show that less than 25% of people read it regularly. 

 
THE BIBLE, I feel uneasy even calling it a book because it is so much more. It is THE VERY WORDS 
OF GOD! 
 
“ALL SCRIPTURE IS INSPIRED BY GOD and useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize 
what is wrong in our lives. It straightens us out and teaches us to do what is right. It is God’s way of 
preparing us in every way, fully equipped for every good thing God wants us to do.”  
–2Timothy 3:16-17 
 
The whole Bible is God’s inspired word. This means it comes from Him, not just some guys making it 
up! Because it is inspired and trustworthy, we should read it and apply it to our lives. The Bible is our 
standard for testing everything else that claims to be true. It is our safeguard against false teaching and 
our source of guidance for how we should live. It is our source in knowing about how we can be saved. 
God wants to show us what is true and how to live for Him. 
 
One thing that is very fascinating to me about the Bible is that it is not just one book in itself, but rather 
sixty-six different accounts, letters, and writings written by more than forty different authors, over a 
period of more than 1500 years, with the same consistent them flowing throughout, that being what God 
was willing to do to be in relationship with us. 
 
The Bible is divided into two sections. The Old Testament, which covers the ancient time period from 
creation to 400 BC. The initials BC means this was the time period before Christ. The Old Testament 
books were originally written in the Hebrew language. The Old Testament was followed by a four 
hundred year period of silence, during which God did not speak through the written word. Jesus Christ 
then came at the end of these four hundred years; time was reordered and is now dated as AD (anno 
Domini, which is Latin for “in the year of our Lord”). The New Testament books, originally written in 
Greek, record the life of Christ and are letters of spiritual guidance from godly New Testament believers 
that were directed in what to write by God. These books cover a time from the birth of Jesus to 
approximately AD 100. Since most of us don’t speak ancient Hebrew and Greek, well-educated and 
trained persons have translated the Bible directly from the original languages into different English 
versions to that we can read, understand, and apply God’s word. 


